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This fascinating book documents the 1991 bowhead whale hunt of the Inuvialuit
community of Aklavik. This whale hunt was the first to occur for more than a half
century, and was greatly celebrated. The first part of the book is a historical and
socia-cultural perspective on lnuvialuit bowhead hunting, and contains chapters
on the origins of the Aklavik people and their interest in bowhead hunting; factors
contributing to uncertainty, change and cultural identity; contemporary Aklavik
wildlife harvesting activities; and a detailed description of the 1991 bowhead hunt.

Part II describes a concurrent study on traditional food use and food prefer­
ences of the Inuvialuit. This book is well-written and of great interest to ethno­
biologists involved in issues central to traditional subsistence styles of wildlife
use. There are several black and white photographs documenting the whale hunt.
In Part II nine tables describe the use of Inuvialuit traditional foods and market
foods by adults and children, giving preference ratings and selected nutrient
information.

This is an excellent case study of re-emergence of aboriginal food traditions,
useful in many types of educational programs.
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