
La Guia de Incafo de las Plantas Utiles y Venenosas de la Peninsula Iberica y
Baleares (Excluidas Medicinales). Diego Rivera Nunez and Concepcion Obon
de Castro. Incafo, S.A., Castello 59,28001, Madrid. Pp. 125Z price and ISBN
not given. [order from: Mundi-Prensa Libras, S.A. (91) 575 39 98 (FAX for
consulting), Madrid, Spain].

This handy-sized (4" x 8") book of 1257 pages and 386 excellent color illustra­
tions is a model for geographically localised floras. Each entry has the common



name under the Latin binomial-always in Spanish and (when the plant grows in
the non-Spanish speaking areas of Spain) in Catalan and Euskara. Vernacular
names are often given in Portuguese, French, English and German as well. Inter­
esting etymological analyses of the Latin names are frequently given. A descrip­
tion of the plant is followed by notes on the habitat, flowering period and uses (if
any). There is an excellent bibliography of 21 pages followed by a page of clever
symbols signifying uses, and this is supported by a very complete and detailed
page index of the uses of plants, occupying 80 pages.

It is not usual to find such a local economic botanical book with so much
information so easily available.

Richard Evans Schultes
Director Emeritus
Botanical Museum of Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138
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